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       Griffin Middle School

Theatre Arts Syllabus

F R I S C O I N D E P E N D E N T S C H O O L D I S T R I C T 
Griffin Middle School

3703 Eldorado Pkwy, Frisco, TX 75033

Theatre Director:
Anna Thompson thompsona@friscoisd.org
Phone:  (469) 633-4900

Mission Overview

A good acting teacher has passion, the ability to inspire, and help students see clearly their strengths as well as their weaknesses, as they gain the fundamental skills of communication and movement. It’s the core of our mission. In the Theatre Arts Department, our mission is to know every student by name and need.

Theatrical Philosophy

The language of mankind is what separates us from the animal world.  When we communicate the Arts of the Language, and combine the tools of movement and emotions, you get the essence of Theatre.  It’s communication. When mastered, it’s the basis for the relationships between actors and the connection with the audience.

C O R E   V A L U E S

There are 6 core values that drive the daily activities within the classroom setting of the Griffin Theatre Department. 

Attitude 

George Washington Carver once commented, “When you can do the common things of life in an uncommon way, you will command the attention of the world.” We gain the attention of our community in pointing to the importance of Theatre. Our attitude determines our altitude, and that attitude will always have an impact. 

Professionalism 

Always do your best, and when you do, you are acting as the professionals do. In this class, the expectation is for you to act professional in all that we do. We model professionalism in our daily preparation and performance.  This preparation is the mark of a leader. A trait you all will strive for in class.

Character 

Teaching and coaching ability or talent cannot make up for lack of character. What you do is not as important as how you do it. Over time, we create our character through the little acts we do. It is tested, revealed, and developed by the decisions we make in the most challenging times. As theatre students, you are called to be proactive, not reactive, always responding with character and integrity in your interactions with others on stage and off stage. 

Integrity 

Thomas Jefferson stated that, “honesty is the first chapter in the book of wisdom.” Integrity is about the connection between what you say and what you do. As actors, your integrity is paramount to success in the classroom. If you commit to doing something, do it. Students in the Griffin Theatre Class will always operate with integrity.               

Accountability 

In the Griffin Theatre Class, we will do whatever it takes to get the job done, and take responsibility when we fail. 
Dedication 

Bob Marley said it best: “One love, one heart, one destiny.” Commitment to improving your craft as a student in the Griffin Theatre Class, is imperative for the continued growth and improvement of the Theatre Department at Griffin Middle School. This commitment will gain the respect and admiration of the other students in the Griffin Theatre Department. Be dedicated to one another as you learn the art of communicating by experiencing Theatre! 
Supplies For Theatre I, II, and III
1. 2 Composition Notebooks
2. Notebook Paper 

3. Pencils/Pens

4. RECOMMENDED: markers, scissors, glue stick, colored pencils

Daily Procedures
Mr. Cooper’s class will remain in the hallway, lined along the stage wall. Roll will be taken and you may then enter the classroom in a disciplined and orderly fashion. Take your assigned seat, and do not talk until you have been directed to do so. 

Check the board for your warm-up as soon as you enter class. Warm-Ups will include: 

· Journal Entries

· Teacher Led Group Warm-Up 

· Student Led Group Warm-Up 

· Time-Pair-Share/Good Things

If you need to use the restroom, wait until instructions are given before asking. Try your best to utilize travel time between classes to use the restroom and get water. 

Be responsible and have your supplies each day. 

You may be responsible for additional supplies throughout the year needed for specific projects.  You will be given at least one week’s notice and if needed, special arrangements can be made with advanced notice.
If you are absent, it is your responsibility to get your makeup work. Please speak to me before/after class or after school to receive your assignment. 
The Griffin Class Norms are to be followed at all times. 

Standard consequences found in the school handbook for unacceptable behavior will apply. 1) Warning 2) Parent Contact 3) AP Visit/C-hall/ISS  

Expectations

All students in the Griffin Theatre Class are expected to participate, behave, and respect your fellow classmates. 

There will be times when you are asked to stand before the class to present, speak in class discussions, participate in class games and exercises, and many other new things. Theatre involves a fair amount of risk, and in order for us all to do our best work, we must allow our fellow students the opportunity to speak and perform without risk of embarrassment. With that being said, no laughing, ridiculing or teasing of any kind, to any student in my class, outside my class, or on the stage. This  type of behavior will not be tolerated. This policy also extends to harassment regarding gender, religion, culture, etc. It is imperative that we respect each other in order for this class to function. Your audience etiquette is also a part of your grade, so please always be kind and considerate to your peers! If at any point during the year you have any concerns about participating in a class activity, please talk to me and we will approach it on a case by case basis.

The Griffin Theatre Grade Assessments
50% of grade will include: Tests, Major Projects, Performances, Audience                 

                                                         Etiquette
30% of grade will include: Quizzes, Minor Projects and Classroom Participation

20% of grade will include: Homework, Daily Grades, and Preparation 

Deadlines and Late Work 
Daily and classroom assignments that are not turned in on the due date will be accepted the next day with a deduction of 30% from the grade.  Assignments that are not turned in the day after the due date will receive a grade of zero.  
Second Chance Testing
Students will have the opportunity to retake a test in order to demonstrate their level of mastery with the curriculum.  Retest opportunities will be announced for each assignment. 

Theatre at The Griffin

There are numerous ways to be involved with The Griffin Theatre Department outside of class: 
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 1. Plays: GMS will produce several plays this year!  Rehearsals and performances take place after-school and in the evening. Students are not required to participate in after-school performances, but are encouraged to get involved by auditioning for an acting role or participating on the crew!  Auditions are open to the entire school and anyone interested may try-out. Information on each production will be announced in class, on announcements and will be posted on our website.

2. Thespian Troupe: Information about this will be forthcoming by Ms. Anna Thompson, Theatre Director for Griffin Middle School. 
3. Booster Club: Get involved this year and help with production needs and celebrations. More information will be sent via email and will be posted on our website. 


Parents: I try my best to create a safe environment in my theatre classroom, built for learning, taking risks and having fun! Please contact me if you have any concerns or questions.  I look forward to working with you and your student.  Let’s have a great year! 

Ms. Anna Thompson
Theatre Director
Griffin Middle School
thompsona@friscoisd.org

469-633-4995


The Griffin Theatre Department
Media and Permissions Sheet

Please review the information in this syllabus with your parent or guardian and sign in the spaces provided. BRING THIS BACK TO ME TOMORROW AND YOU WILL RECEIVE A 100 FOR A DAILY GRADE.
Due to the limited time allotted for parent and student conferences, I prefer to keep parents and students informed through e-mail or phone calls. If you have any questions or concerns, you can contact me at any time.  

STUDENT INFORMATION:

Name: ______________________________ 

Theatre Level and Period___________________


Street Address ______________________________________________

City____________ Zip___________ Birth date _______________

E-mail address______________________________

PARENT/GUARDIAN INFORMATION:

Name(s):__________________________  ___________________________________

Home Phone Number:___________________________________________

Cell Numbers: ___________: _________________ and ___________: _________________

Preferred e-mail address: ______________________________  

  


     ______________________________

The Griffin Consent Form
Please initial each statement to indicate your consent.

_____ My signature below indicates my permission for Ms. Thompson to use the above stated e-mail addresses and phone numbers.

_____ My signature below indicates my permission for Ms. Thompson to use/publish pictures or video of my student participating in Theatre Arts events.

_____ We have read the course syllabus and classroom policies for Ms. Thompson’s class.

Parent signature:___________________________________________

Student signature:__________________________________________

